9.  Mud Spring 
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 12S  R 29E  Sect 9


		Cassia County





Allotment: South Heglar





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/conifer





Previous Impacts: Degraded water quality, loss of


natural spring flows, loss of wildlife habitat values,


impacts to the associated meadow/grassland habitats. 


Site has been subjected to severe grazing impacts-


including severe loss of groundcover and shrub or


aspen/conifer understory and community values.





Photo: 10/2/02 site has been left in a similarly


degraded condition as in past seasons.





2002 Evaluation:  site has been similarly degraded as in the three previous seasons; Livestock use is continuing to lead to compaction, erosion, noxious/exotic weed species increases, loss of plant community values within adjacent coniferous and aspen habitat. Loss of scenic and recreation values, loss of wildlife habitat values. Exclosure appears to have not been grazed- however it no longer provides surface water to wildlife and has no substantial wildlife values at this time- mostly due to bulldozing of the site in 2001.
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