6.  Lower Heglar Spring (Spring Canyon)
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 12S  R 29E  Sect 26


		Cassia County





Allotment: North Heglar





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aspen, conifer





Previous Impacts: development has resulted in loss 


of natural spring flows. Sheep use: heavy to severe 


resulting in soil compaction, losses of groundcover 


and shrub understory, loss of aspen and/or shrub 


regeneration. Loss of wildlife and native plant


community values, loss of scenic, recreational values.





Photo: 10/2/02 site has been used in a similar manner


as in past seasons; loss of understory, groundcover.





2002 Evaluation:  site has been similarly degraded as in the three previous seasons; Livestock use is continuing to lead to compaction, erosion, noxious/exotic weed species increases, loss of surface flows/diversion of channels, loss of wildlife and native plant community values, loss of and/or damage to woody riparian species, lack of riparian, shrub, and aspen regeneration. Loss of plant community values within adjacent coniferous and aspen habitat; continued sacrifice zone on top of former spring/creek site, directly adjacent to a well-traveled forest access road. Loss of scenic and recreation values.
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