5b.  Lake Fork, Upper
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 29E  Sect 23


		Cassia County





Allotment: Lake Fork





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aquatic





Previous Impacts: use has resulted in heavy impacts


 within the aquatic and riparian zone, loss of adjacent


 understory or groundcover, increases of exotic and 


noxious weeds. Disruption of waterfowl and other


 nesting species, degraded water quality, other losses


of wildlife habitat values.





Photo: 9/29/02 Site has been heavily trampled and


soiled by domestic livestock; more water than 2001.





2002 Evaluation:  more water and remaining aquatic vegetation is still on site than at the end of the 2001 season; however livestock have seriously trampled and contaminated the site with animal wastes. This lake and associated riparian habitat is


along a well-traveled forest access road; livestock use constitutes degradation of a valuable scenic, recreational, fisheries, and wildlife resource. Recommendation is to finally remove livestock and allow this site to recover and function as a wildlife pond/wetland similar to Shoshone and Langford Wildlife Ponds on the Cassia Division.
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