5a.  Lake Fork, Lower
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 12S  R 29E  Sect 34


		Cassia County





Allotment: Lake Fork





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/riparian





Previous Impacts:  loss of streamside, riparian 


vegetation; loss of shrub/riparian understory and 


regeneration. Noxious weeds increasing, soil


compaction. Loss of spawning and fisheries values,


loss of wildlife habitat and recreational values. Loss 


of water quality and quantity.





Photo: 9/29/02 Site has been very minimally 


Impacted in 2002; substantial riparian regrowth.





2002 Evaluation:  this location has been essentially ungrazed due to closures of the adjacent habitat for fire rehab. Trespass grazing was occurring in adjoining Van Camp Creek Canyon as of the date of survey and beyond. Potential for additional impacts exists if trespass stock are not immediately removed. This willow riparian area has experiences substantial regrowth of young willows as well as improved health of older willows on site due to the absence of domestic livestock. Stream flow is minimal, but banks have been allowed some initial vegetation recovery and increased stability. 
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