3.  Indian Fork Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 11S  R 29E  Sect 33, 34


		Cassia County





Allotment: South Heglar





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aspen





Previous Impacts:  loss of streamside, riparian 


vegetation; loss of shrub/riparian understory. 


Noxious weeds increasing, soil compaction. 


Loss of surface flows and/or quality; severe


disruption of spring terrace and multiple spring


flows- trampling, erosion, denuding of vegetation.





Photo: 10/2/02 Early snowfall; livestock have again


seriously impacted this spring terrace system.





2002 Evaluation:  Site has been left in a similarly degraded condition to the three previous seasons; this is a valuable riparian and water resource site and is deserving of management protection. Livestock use is continuing to lead to accelerated erosion, noxious and exotic weed species increase, loss of surface flows/diversion of channels, loss of wildlife and native plant community values, loss of and/or damage to woody riparian species, lack of riparian, shrub, and aspen regeneration. Site has also been accessed by off-road vehicles, leading to additional spring/terrace and stream impacts.
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