23c.  Van Camp Creek, Headwaters
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 12S  R 29E  Sect 20, 21


		Cassia County





Allotment: Lake Fork





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aspen, riparian





Previous Impacts:  severe impacts to springs, spring


flows, creek channels. Soil compaction, accelerated


erosion. Loss of upland habitat values, impacts to


 riparian structure, loss of riparian greenlines. Loss of


wildlife habitat values, degraded water quality. Part  


of area burned in 2001, followed by trespass grazing. 





Photo: 10/2/02 Area is closed to grazing, cattle have


utilized springs in trespass of off-dates, burn closure.





2002 Evaluation:  this localized area has received excessive levels of use in past grazing seasons and was additionally impacted by wildfire in 2001-followed by trespass grazing. Livestock have also been grazing this site in 2002 in trespass of both the burn closures and of allotment off-dates; livestock were present near this site on the date of survey. This location and immediate area have been grazed the heaviest of the Van Camp Creek Canyon areas in the 2002 trespass incidents. Additional compaction, erosion; damage to springs and associated riparian and upland habitats.
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