22.  Upper Lake Fork Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 12S  R 29E  Sect 11


		Cassia County





Allotment: Lake Fork





Plant Community Type: conifer





Previous Impacts: impacts to springs, spring flows,


creek channel. Losses of ground cover, loss of shrub


understory. Degraded water quality, loss of wildlife 


habitat values, loss of scenic and recreational values.


Trough sits in narrow canyon next to main forest


road; use levels severe over consecutive seasons.





Photo: 10/2/02 site has been similarly impacted as


in the past; loss of vegetation and wildlife values.





2002 Evaluation:  this localized area has received excessive levels of use for the past four consecutive grazing seasons. This has resulted in additional impacts to the severely damaged former spring flows and remnant riparian zone up-canyon from the pictured trough- as well as a loss of the creek flow that used to emanate from the site. This degraded location is immediately adjacent to the main forest access road in a very narrow section of North Heglar Canyon. Livestock impacts typically constitute a substantial impairment of scenic and recreational values; this site is no exception. 
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