21.  Upper Heglar Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 11S  R 29E  Sect 36


		Cassia County





Allotment: Flint Hartley/North Heglar





Plant Community Type: aspen-conifer/shrub-grass





Previous Impacts:  heavy sheep use; loss of wildlife 


habitat values, loss of conifer and aspen community


values. Severe soil compaction; close herding and


denuding of steep slopes has continued to be 


practiced in this allotment despite complaints and 


past FS actions. Overuse of “meadow” sites.





Photo: 10/2/02 Loss of understory values, denuding


of steep slopes above troughs, loss of wildlife values.





2002 Evaluation:  this localized area has received excessive levels of use for the past four consecutive grazing seasons. Close herding of sheep and excessive removal of vegetation in swaths on the steep hillsides of North Heglar Canyon is still occurring- just higher up and further from the public view than in the past- despite repeated complaints by WWP and others. Canyon bottoms are receiving concentrated impacts at trough or bedding locations, while some areas have been allowed to retain more cover in previous years. This is a result of transferring use to other areas- not lower use overall. 
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