14.  Sawpit Canyon

[image: image1.jpg]




































































































Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 12S  R 30E  Sect 16, 17


		Power County





Allotment: Sublett





Plant Community Type: aspen-conifer





Previous Impacts:  severe impacts to site, creation 


of sacrifice zone around troughs directly in former. 


spring/creek/small meadow. Site consistently looks


like a corral-and is close to a man road. Area is 


covered by livestock wastes. Loss of native plant 


community/wildlife habitat, recreational values.





Photo: 10/2/02 Large degraded area around troughs;


site used similar to past seasons. Heavily manured.





2002 Evaluation:  this localized area has received excessive levels of use for four consecutive grazing seasons. This has resulted in additional impacts to the upland riparian (aspen) and upland habitat at this location. Severe soil compaction, erosion, loss of soil crusts, loss of groundcover and understory values, loss of wildlife habitat values, and loss of scenic and recreational values. The trough sits over a former spring/creek and/or wet-meadow site; and is closely adjacent to the main North Heglar Canyon access road. Site is severely degraded with livestock wastes.
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