4.  Rattlesnake Spring
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Land Manager:  State of Idaho/BLM Burley Office





Legal Location:  T 16S  R 16E  Sect 16


		Twin Falls County





Allotment: #4041 Mule Creek PVGA





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/wet meadow


		             





Previous Impacts:  losses of riparian shrubs and 


other riparian species; loss of riparian regeneration.


Trampling and soil compaction, erosion of former


spring site, impacts to former meadows. Noxious and 


exotic weeds increasing, degraded water quality, loss


of former spring/creek flow to reservoir development.





Photo: 9/23/02 Continued trampling and severe


Livestock impacts to remnant spring/meadow site.





2002 Evaluation:  livestock have severely impacted this location for the past 4 seasons with no changes in management- despite complaints to both the BLM and to IDL. This degraded site can be compared to the productivity and diversity present at Rattlesnake Spring, Site #5 on the next page- these two locations are approximately one mile apart. IDFG reports past offers to protect the site have been rejected by the Idaho Department of Lands. Site continues in a downward trend.
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