4.  Blue Hill Creek, Upper
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Land Manager:  State of Idaho/BLM Burley Office





Legal Location:  T 16S  R 22E  Sect 16, 17, 20


		Cassia County





Allotment: #4027 Goose Creek Group





Plant Community Type: shrub-juniper


		             


Previous Impacts:  losses of riparian shrubs and 


other riparian species; loss of riparian regeneration.


Trampling and soil compaction, serious erosion of 


creek channel, banks. Impacts to former meadows. 


Noxious and exotic weeds increasing, degraded water


quality, loss of creek volume, lowering of water table.





Photo: 9/24/02 Continued trampling, erosion. Severe


livestock impacts to riparian and upland habitat.





2002 Evaluation:  livestock have severely impacted this location for the past 4 seasons with no changes in management- despite complaints to both the BLM and to IDL. Site continues in a downward trend. Severe accelerated erosion has been occurring in sections of the creek channel; livestock trampling and use in the channel are continuing to degrade water quality, impact creek flow, and lead to additional loss of fisheries and wildlife habitat values. Soil compaction, loss of riparian woody species and riparian greenline; livestock destroyed willow replanting efforts required of a mining company.
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