1.  Birch Creek (Lower Little Birch)
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Land Manager:  BLM, Burley Field Office 





Legal Location:  T 16S  R 22E  Sect 23, 26


		Cassia County





Allotment: #4027 Goose Creek Group





Plant Community Type: shrub-juniper





Previous Impacts:  past fires, trespass grazing, over


use of both upland and riparian habitats. Accelerated


erosion, trampling of creek channel and banks. Loss


of woody riparian species, loss of other native plant


community and wildlife habitat values. Loss of scenic


and recreational values.





Photo: 9/24/02 Livestock disturbance/fire altered


the uplands; riparian zone is seeing some recovery.





2002 Evaluation:  Livestock use (including past trespass use) has compounded fire damage on the uplands adjacent to the creek; however early season and/or only minimal use is allowing additional recovery within the riparian zone in 2002. Willows are now present in small numbers at this and other creek locations; the creek channel is narrowing and more appropriate riparian vegetation has been increasing. Closure or very minimal use of this site for several years will continue to result in reestablishment of woody riparian species; as well as increase fisheries and wildlife habitat values.
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