5.  Red Rock Spring
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Land Manager:  BLM Burley Field Office





Legal Location:  T 14S  R 26E  Sect 18


		Cassia County





Allotment: #5003 Jim Sage





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/juniper





Previous Impacts:  severe trampling impacts to


springs and creek channel. Loss of and impacts to


 remnant riparian vegetation, loss of riparian


regeneration. Trespass grazing following off-


dates. Loss of wildlife habitat values, loss of native


plant community values.





Photo: 9/29/02 Site has been similarly degraded in


2002 as in past seasons.





2002 Evaluation:  livestock have continued to utilize this degraded spring site and creek on an annual basis; followed by trespass grazing in past seasons. Livestock tend to “camp” on site- leading to excessive impacts to vegetation and soils. Riparian woody species are largely eliminated from these upper stream reaches- with the exception of severely impacted stubs of roses, currants, and other similarly impacted species. The riparian greenline has been replaced by sagebrush and other non-riparian species. Continued soil compaction is leading to impaired spring/creek flows compounded by drought.
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