4.  Parks Creek
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Land Manager:  BLM Burley Field Office/IDL





Legal Location:  T 14S  R 25E  Sect 7, 12, 13


		Cassia County





Allotment: #5003 Jim Sage





Plant Community Type:  shrub-grass/juniper


		              riparian-aspen





Previous Impacts:  losses of shrub and aspen


 understory, losses of aspen and riparian regeneration.


Trampling, soil compaction, impacts to stream 


channel and banks. Noxious and exotic weeds. Loss 


of wildlife and fisheries habitat; loss of native plant


community values, degraded water quality.





Photo: 9/28/02 Stream and site is more degraded-


 livestock trampling, additional erosion.





2002 Evaluation:  Livestock utilization levels and trampling of the stream have resulted in additional losses of riparian values and additional erosion (downcutting) within the channel. A dead cow has been exposed in the channel just upstream from the above pictured location; possibly drowned in the flashflood of 2001 and exposed with additional erosive loss of fl finer soils and material from the channel.  This site should have been closed to livestock in 2002- not only for the past fires on the ridges above the canyon, but to allow the stream channel to re-establish without further damage.
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