9.  Creek, West of Wagonwheel Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 14S  R 18E  Sect 14


		Twin Falls County





Allotment: #1, Rock Creek





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aspen-conifer





Previous Impacts:  severe impacts to springs, spring


flows, creek channels, ponds, meadows. Loss of 


riparian structure, greenlines, and regeneration. 


Severe trampling and soil compaction; destruction of 


beaver ponds and dams, degraded water quality. Loss


of scenic/recreational values, fish and wildlife habitat.


 


Photo: 9/15/02 Severe impacts to riparian/meadow


 zone, loss of spring flows.





2002 Evaluation:  This location has been severely and increasingly impacted and degraded across the past four seasons.


Livestock-related impacts are resulting in lowering of the water table, accelerated erosion; loss of wet meadow, beaver, fish, and related wildlife habitat values, loss of native plant community values, extreme soil compaction and loss of infiltration capabilities. Severe disruption of creek and spring flows, severe loss of recreational and scenic values. This creek system follows a major forest road- and was once slated for protection as a scenic corridor- it is now highly degraded.
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