8.  Cottonwood Ridge Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 17E  Sect 24


		Twin Falls County





Allotment: #1 Rock Creek





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/meadow





Previous Impacts: development of reservoirs has


resulted in loss of natural spring/creek flows and the


drying of much of this meadow area; livestock use


has been heavy to severe in the past resulting in


soil compaction, losses of groundcover and shrub


understory, loss of sage grouse habitat values.





Photo: 9/9/02 site appears to have been without


much surface water; livestock on site on survey date.





2002 Evaluation:  site is currently in an improved condition over conditions at the end of previous grazing seasons- increased groundcover, wildlife hiding cover, stubble heights, etc. as of the date of the 2002 survey. The small area reservoirs are nearly dry- continued compaction/trampling compounded by drought conditions have resulted in a lack of any substantial surface flows. Noxious and exotic weeds are still present on site. Livestock were still present as of the survey date; with a potential for increased impacts if left on site long-term or if left behind in trespass.
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