7.  Coal Banks Spring
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Land Manager:  BLM, Burley Office/Sawtooth NF





Legal Location:  T 15S  R 21E  Sect 3,34


		Cassia County





Allotment: #4130 Shoulder 3 Inc. / #12 Goose Creek





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/juniper





Previous Impacts:  site has been severely impacted 


by livestock on a frequent basis in the past- adjacent


creek channel is now severely incised and dry. An 


old mine serves as the spring source. Area burned in


a wildfire and was supposed to be closed to grazing-


trespass grazing occurred in 2000/2001.





Photo: 9/25/02 View of mine/spring; site has not


been significantly trespassed in 2002 as of this date.





2002 Evaluation:  Lack of trespass grazing as of the date of survey has resulted in increased growth of vegetation and a resulting increase in wildlife cover and other habitat values. Noxious and exotic weed species are still present; fire and trespass disturbance/past grazing impacts have led to an increase in cheat grass and other undesirable species. The adjacent


drainage course is now deeply incised- area water tables have been significantly lowered due to rampant erosion within the highly erodable volcanic ash soils. Livestock disturbance and associated activities have been a significant erosional factor. 
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