5.  Chalk Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 15S  R 20E  Sect 24


		Cassia County





Allotment: #12 Goose Creek





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/juniper





Previous Impacts:  site has been severely impacted


over time; loss of groundcover, loss of former spring


and riparian values, loss of former creek flow. Loss


of surface flows, degraded water quality, degradation


of cultural site values. Increase of noxious and exotic


weed species, consistent annual trespass use.





Photo: 9/23/02 Livestock still within the area in


trespass; creation of larger sacrifice zone, erosion.





2002 Evaluation:  this location has been severely impacted for four or more grazing seasons in a row; managing agencies


have allowed essentially season-long trespass of the site for the same four or more seasons. Severe impacts to remnant spring source; compaction, creation of an ever increasing sacrifice zone around the degraded trough location- placed directly in the former creek- and now little more than a gully. Entire allotment, including adjacent drainages, has been allowed to be consistently abused- on an annual basis. Recovery would depend upon closure of the allotment to livestock.
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