4.  Cave Creek
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 20E  Sect 24, 26, 34


		Cassia County





Allotment: #6 Cottonwood





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aspen, conifer


		             





Previous Impacts:  losses of riparian shrubs and 


other riparian species; loss of riparian regeneration.


Trampling and soil compaction, erosion of springs 


and creeks, impacts to former meadows. Noxious and 


exotic weeds increasing, degraded water quality. Site


has substantially improved due to grazing closures.





Photo: 9/16/02 Site continues to improve with each


additional growing season without livestock grazing.





2002 Evaluation:  this site has become a veritable oasis following closure of the area in conjunction with the closure of Big


Cottonwood Canyon to livestock grazing. Streamside vegetation and riparian/aspen regeneration have been amazing. Cheat grass is now being crowded out of the riparian zone by riparian graminoid species and relegated mostly to the drier hillsides. Erosion has slowed; there are some recreational impacts (horses, mountain bikes, hikers) to area springs and creeks- particularly due to the recent clearing of trees, etc. from the  upper trail to allow for passage of saddle stock.
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