37.  Wagonwheel Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 14S  R 18E  Sect 14


		Twin Falls County





Allotment: #1 Rock Creek





Plant Community Type: aspen/riparian





Previous Impacts: impacts to springs, spring flows,


creek channel. Losses of ground cover, loss of 


riparian and aspen understory and regeneration.


 Degraded water quality, loss of wildlife habitat 


values, impacts to the associated meadow habitats.


Soil compaction, accelerated erosion.





Photo: 9/15/02 site has been impacted by livestock;


trampling, loss of spring flow, damaged vegetation.





2002 Evaluation:  heavy to severe levels of livestock grazing have occurred at this location for 4 consecutive grazing seasons. Severe soil compaction, loss of adjacent plant community values, loss of riparian values including utilization  of aspen and woody riparian species. Loss of wet-meadow and related habitat values, loss of other wildlife values. Noxious and/or exotic weed species increasing in the region; loss of surface flows due to trampling/erosion and compounded by drought. Livestock were still on site as of the date of this survey- leading to additional impacts prior to removal.
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