35.  Unnamed Spring/Creek, Buckhorn Canyon
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 20E  Sect 3, 4


		Cassia County





Allotment: #5 Ridgeline





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass





Previous Impacts: impacts to springs, spring flows,


creek channel. Losses of ground cover, loss of shrub


understory. Degraded water quality, loss of wildlife 


habitat values, impacts to the associated meadow


habitat. Continued annual severe impacts to this same


location; livestock “camping” on site.





Photo: 9/19/02 severe livestock use; loss of riparian


and upland plant community/wildlife habitat values.





2002 Evaluation:  site has been heavily to severely impacted for 4 consecutive grazing seasons; livestock have once again “camped” on this riparian  location. Trampling, soil compaction, loss of creek and spring flows. Pipeline development and continued drought conditions have also contributed to a loss of surface flows. Noxious and exotic weeds are increasing, native plant community and wildlife values have been lost. Riparian and aspen regeneration has been seriously impacted; resulting in losses of riparian structure and losses of the riparian greenline along the former creek channel. Site appears to receive no rest from annual livestock use; consistent downward trend in conditions.
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