28.  South Cottonwood Creek

[image: image1.jpg]


















































































































































































Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 14S  R 21E  Sect 33


		Cassia County





Allotment: #8 Oakley Valley





Plant Community Type: shrub-juniper/aspen





Previous Impacts: impacts to springs, spring flows,


creek channel. Losses of ground cover, loss of shrub


understory. Degraded water quality, loss of wildlife 


habitat values, impacts to the associated wet meadow


habitat. Loss of riparian and aspen regeneration, an


increase in noxious and exotic weed species.





Photo: 9/23/02 site has been less impacted; similar


to the slight improvement in vegetation in 2001.





2002 Evaluation:  site has been left in slightly improved condition; similar to the conditions at the end of the 2001 grazing season- increased groundcover, wildlife hiding cover, stubble heights, etc. as of the date of the 2002 survey. Springs and small stream flow is mostly dry due to continued drought conditions and past livestock trampling and compaction of the spring sources. Livestock were on site as of the survey date; potential exists for more severe impacts if left on site or in trespass past off-dates.
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