26.  Sage Hen Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 15S  R 21E  Sect 19


		Cassia County





Allotment: #12 Goose Creek





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/meadow





Previous Impacts: impacts to springs, spring flow,


creek channel and former wet-meadow area.


 Losses of ground cover, loss of shrub understory. 


Loss of wildlife habitat values, loss of sage grouse


 habitat values. Loss of aspen grove and aspen 


regeneration, loss of woody riparian species.





Photo: 9/23/02 site has been impacted much as in


past seasons, far in excess of sage grouse standards.





2002 Evaluation:  use of site to similar levels as in the past; impacts to wet-meadow and sage grouse brood rearing habitat. Sage grouse have been seen near this site in past years; none observed within the region on the date of survey. Livestock


were still within the allotment area in trespass. Old aspens are dying without regeneration due to livestock trampling and


grazing of new clones. Non-riparian species are moving into the meadow areas as trampling and compaction, compounded by the current drought, have resulted in losses of surface flows. A trough development at the site has also impacted springs.
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