15.  Little Cottonwood Creek, FS
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 14S  R 21E  Sect 15


		Cassia County





Allotment: #8 Oakley Valley





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/juniper, aspen





Previous Impacts:  severe impacts to creek channels,


loss of  riparian structure, loss of riparian greenlines.


Loss of wildlife values, erosion, degraded water 


quality, loss of historic fisheries values. Loss of


channel features, loss of riparian regeneration, 


noxious weeds increasing, severe soil compaction.





Photo: 9/22/02 Loss of vegetation and wildlife


 Values; degraded water quality, accelerated erosion.





2002 Evaluation:  this localized area has received excessive levels of use for the past four consecutive grazing seasons. Forest managers have failed to respond to repeated notification of resource abuses and requests for changes in management. This entire drainage system is typically impacted at a severe level on an annual basis- with severe ecological impacts including adverse changes to native plant community values, losses of wildlife and fisheries values, accelerated erosion and degraded water quality, loss of riparian structure and greenlines, impacts to remnant riparian species. 
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