12.  Fall Creek
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 15S  R 17E  Sect 30


		Cassia County





Allotment: #18 Fall/Swanty  /  #8 Oakley Valley





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/riparian


		              juniper





Previous Impacts:  Impacts to creek channel and 


banks, trampling of spring sources. Impacts to 


riparian structure; utilization of woody species. 


Loss of wildlife habitat/fisheries values, degraded 


water quality. Impacts to in-stream vegetation, loss 


of native plant community values, noxious weeds.





Photo: 9/22/02 Sheep/cattle impact zone; creek


 “crossing” within the Fall/Swanty allotment.





2002 Evaluation:  Fall Creek runs through a series of narrow canyons; a competent capability/suitability analysis would likely preclude livestock grazing from the majority of this drainage system. However, livestock use has continued, often with devastating impacts to area creeks and springs. Livestock tend to “camp” within the narrow riparian zones; leading to excessive utilization of woody species, bank trampling, and water quality impacts. Some improvement of the site occurred in the season following WWP’s first riparian report; however, impairment of this scenic corridor (located along a main  forest access road)and impairment of wildlife/fisheries values continues to be allowed by forest management.
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