1.  Basin Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 18E  Sect 31


		Twin Falls County





Allotment: #1 Rock Creek





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aspen





Previous Impacts:  severe loss of groundcover, soil


compaction, loss of shrub/aspen understory. Loss of


water quality, trampling of springs and small creek


flows. Trough set close to springs; creation of a


sacrifice zone in and near springs and the aspen


habitat. Loss of visual quality, loss of wildlife habitat.





Photo: 9/9/02 Trampled and impacted spring and


 trough site; livestock were still in allotment unit.





2002 Evaluation: site has been similarly impacted as in past grazing seasons; a little more vegetation was still present as of the date of survey than typically seen end-of-season, but as livestock were still in the unit the site may have become further degraded prior to removal. Managers have encouraged the creation of a sacrifice zone at Basin Spring by having placed this trough in the immediate vicinity of the natural spring source- enticing livestock to the site and encouraging them to “camp” within the adjacent aspen and within the natural spring site just down slope from the existing trough.
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