7.  West Dry Fork
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 15S  R 28E  Sect 33,34


		Cassia County





Allotment: Eight-Mile





Plant Community Type: shrub-juniper





Previous Impacts: this small pond system


created by capturing the original spring and creek


 flows for livestock water developments and the


 construction of a small reservoir was severely 


impacted in 2000- with no recovery of the small


pond and “wetland” habitat since.





Photo: 9/29/02  View of empty trough and empty


reservoir beyond; minimal livestock impacts.





2002 Evaluation:  Although the small marsh/wetland habitat that existed at this site has not been recovered following the severe livestock use of the 2000 season; there has been an improvement in overall groundcover and other plant community values. The improved cover, despite lack of surface water, does benefit some wildlife species. However, the lack of surface water (due to capturing water sources for pipelines and troughs and aggravated by drought) is a very limiting factor; breeding species previously observed at this site may no longer be present due to the lack of obtainable surface water.
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