6a.  Six Mile Canyon:  Six Mile Spring/Creek
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6b.  Six Mile Canyon: Six Mile Creek/Reservoir




































Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 15S  R 28E  Sect 10, 15, 16


		Cassia County





Allotment: Eight-Mile, Kelsaw





Plant Community Type: shrub-juniper


		             aspen-riparian





Previous Impacts:  past livestock use has resulted in


a channel that is lacking riparian vegetation along


 much of its reach; loss of appropriate greenline


vegetation, and an increase in noxious weeds. Past


trespass grazing has also occurred within the small


exclosure at the spring/creek headwaters. 





Photo: 9/29/02 Site has been left with some increase


in groundcover and other vegetation than in the past.





2002 Evaluation:  area shows some improved plant community values in the riparian zone and at the spring/creek headwaters in relation to some past years use. However, recovery of riparian woody species is not significantly occurring along much of the creek due to annual disturbances and grazing by livestock. This site is historic habitat for the ESA species Spiranthes diluvialis and the elimination of domestic livestock in order to obtain improved wildlife, fisheries, and native plant community values should be considered. 
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 15S  R 28E  Sect 10, 15, 16


		Cassia County





Allotment: Eight-Mile, Kelsaw





Plant Community Type: shrub-juniper


		             aspen-riparian





Previous Impacts:  site was severely impacted by


livestock in 1999, 2000, and 2001. Loss of riparian


and streamside vegetation, degraded water quality,


trampling of springs and the reservoir area occurred


in addition to unauthorized grazing/trespass. 





Photo: 9/29/02 View looking southwest across the


reservoir at first morning light.





2002 Evaluation:  overall upland and riparian vegetation have been left in improved condition compared to past years; 


livestock trespass or even grazing of any substantial amount does not appear to have occurred at the reservoir during the 2002 season. The creek  flow and spring flows are diminished, but have been able to maintain some storage in the small reservoir. An increase in wildlife habitat, fisheries, and native plant community values has been assisted by the absence of and/or only limited grazing impacts within this site.
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