4.  Mud Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 14S  R 29E  Sect 19


		Cassia County





Allotment: Point Springs





Plant Community Type:  riparian/shrub-grass


		              aspen-conifer





Previous Impacts:  losses of shrub and aspen


 understory, losses of aspen and riparian regeneration.


Trampling, soil compaction, impacts to meadows.


 Noxious and exotic weeds increasing, loss of spring


flows, loss of wildlife habitat and native plant


community values. Dead livestock left on site in past.





Photo: 9/29/02 An improvement in the amount of


groundcover and adjacent vegetation was observed.





2002 Evaluation:  Livestock utilization levels were decreased from the 2001 season resulting in increased groundcover and other improved vegetation values; no dead livestock were left on site. However, the trough does not contain an escape mechanism and 16 migratory birds were found to have drowned in the unprotected trough. This represents a “taking” of protected species, and is sad evidence of failure to properly maintain “range improvements”. No substantial natural spring flow was available to wildlife species.
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