3.  Kelsaw Canyon
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 15S  R 28E, 29E  Sect 25-27


		Cassia County





Allotment: Kelsaw





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/juniper


		              aspen-conifer





Previous Impacts:  loss of streamside, riparian 


vegetation; loss of shrub/aspen understory. 


Noxious weeds increasing, soil compaction,


loss of riparian shrub regeneration, replacement of


riparian graminoid species by shallow-rooted


exotics. Severe erosion, incision of channel.





Photo: 9/28/02 Trampled and degraded channel;


loss of riparian values, riparian greenline, creek flow.





2002 Evaluation:  this riparian system has been severely impacted for four or more grazing seasons in a row. Livestock spend large amounts of time in or near the channel; leading to severe and continued erosional impacts within the riparian zone.  This linear system is in desperate need of mitigative action to address the rampant channel erosion. Riparian recovery would be initiated as well as recovery of wildlife and plant community values if annual disturbances by domestic livestock could be eliminated.
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