7a.  Thompson Flat
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7b.  Twin Lakes










































Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 24E  Sect 2


		Cassia County





Allotment: Albion (closed recreation area)





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aspen-conifer





Previous Impacts:  site was severely impacted by


livestock in 1999; with soil compaction, loss of wetland


vegetation and wildlife habitat values. Site was again


 trespass grazed in 2001, with light to moderate


impacts to this high elevation meadow and creek site- 


located along the major paved road to the summit. 





Photo: 9/28/02 View looking north from the road


across the recovering meadow and creek course.  





2002 Evaluation:  overall upland and riparian vegetation have been left in improved condition compared to past years; 


livestock trespass does not appear to have occurred during the 2002 season. While plant community composition has changed due to past livestock grazing; more grasses and fewer of the false helibore or corn lily plants (indicative of heavy livestock impacts) appeared this season. The small creek course typically has surface flow following spring snow melt as well as running in years with greater annual precipitation than the most recent dry seasons.
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 24E  Sect 2


		Cassia County





Allotment: Albion (closed recreation area)





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aspen-conifer





Previous Impacts: this small ephemeral pond system


was severely impacted by cattle in 1999; it was


frequently trespass grazed in 2001. Recreational 


impacts still occur- as the location remains saturated


and there is no indication to the public not to drive


or park on the site…





Photo: 9/28/02 recreational impacts to this small


ephemeral pond system





2002 Evaluation:  This recreational site is part of the Mt. Harrison summit region closed to livestock grazing. Trespass grazing does not appear to have occurred during the 2002 season. As the site is located within a public campground area and is not protectively signed, the recreating public tends to park in and/or drive through this saturated location. Water levels within the pond site fill or maintain according to annual precipitation amounts- both rain and snow. Cattle have been attracted to the site for water and shade in the past; fences need to be maintained and travel/parking should be restricted.
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