5.  Mill Creek
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Land Manager:  State of Idaho/BLM Burley Office





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 22E  Sect 36


		Cassia County





Allotment: #4131 Mill Creek





Plant Community Type: sagebrush-grass





Previous Impacts:  channel has become very deeply


incised; soils are trampled and compacted, exotic and


noxious weed species have been increasing. Water


table has been severely lowered; remnant riparian 


zone is now confined to the bottom of the extremely 


deep channel. Livestock continue to impact the site.





Photo: 10/3/02 The site is still grazed annually; the


riparian vegetation is limited to the deep channel. 





2002 Evaluation:  livestock continue to utilize this degraded state and BLM land on an annual basis. Livestock access the deeply incised channel leading to additional erosion and vegetation loss in the riparian zone; livestock use has also resulted in heavy to severe impacts to shrub understory, native plant community values, and to wildlife habitat values. The water table has been so severely lowered that the creek only runs in years with heavier annual precipitation or early in the spring. There is no apparent attempt to mitigate the serious erosion and other livestock impacts present within this allotment.
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