4.  Cold Spring Creek
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 24E  Sect 32,33


		Cassia County





Allotment: Elba





Plant Community Type: willow riparian


		              shrub-aspen/conifer





Previous Impacts:  losses of shrub and aspen


 understory, losses of aspen and riparian regeneration.


Bank trampling, soil compaction, erosion of banks 


and channels, impacts to meadows. Noxious weeds


increasing, permittees have salted on creek banks.


Loss of visual and aesthetic values.





Photo: 9/28/02 Continued trampling of creek banks


and substantial levels of grazing within riparian zone. 





2002 Evaluation:  livestock are allowed to impact this linear riparian system on an annual basis; with this season being no exception. Use is heavy within much of the riparian zone, while often scattered or light on adjacent upland sites. This particular location, right along the main forest access road, receives heavier use each season and has been used as a salting location by permittees. Meadow and riparian recovery would occur if livestock disturbance were reduced or eliminated.
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