3.  Cold Spring
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Land Manager:  Sawtooth National Forest





Legal Location:  T 13S  R 24E  Sect 31


		Cassia County





Allotment: Elba





Plant Community Type: shrub-grass/aspen





Previous Impacts:  loss of streamside, riparian 


vegetation; loss of shrub/aspen understory. 


Noxious weeds increasing, soil compaction; 


severely degraded water quality, replacement of


riparian graminoid species by shallow-rooted


exotics, loss of riparian shrub regeneration.





Photo: 9/28/02 Trampled springs, loss of riparian


vegetation, degraded water quality, loss of flow.





2002 Evaluation:  this site has been severely impacted for four or more grazing seasons in a row. Livestock tend to “camp” at this spring site, leading to severe impacts within the riparian vegetation and saturated soil zones.  This site is along a well-traveled forest recreation access road; the Forest Service is considering removal of livestock from and protection of this headwater spring location. Riparian recovery would be initiated as well as recovery of wildlife and plant community values if annual disturbances by domestic livestock could be eliminated.
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