 

Livestock versus Wildlife

Livestock Feed and Acreage Requirements

· Forage consumed by one cow each month: 800-1000 pounds.

· Average number of acres required to feed one cow for one month on all Bureau of Land Management rangelands: 13.7 acres.

· Number of acres required to feed one cow for one year on farmlands in the East: 2 acres.
    

	Federal Grazing Program

	Federal Lands
	Animal Unit Months
	Acres

	Bureau of Land Management
	10,612,562

	163,311,163


	National Park Service
	81,752

	< 3,000,000


	U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
	258,166

	1,416,005


	USDA-Forest Service
	8,830,352

	89,550,382


	Total Grazed Acres
	19,782,832
	± 257,277,550

	Total Federal Public Lands
	341,615,932



Grazing Competition with Native Wildlife

· In one study, scientists found that domestic livestock grazing consumed 88.8 percent of the available forage (cattle 82.3 percent, feral horses 5.8 percent, sheep 0.7 percent), leaving 11.2 percent to wildlife species (mule deer 10.1 percent, pronghorn 0.9 percent, bighorn sheep 0.1 percent, elk 0.1 percent).

· Percentage of prairie dog towns eliminated for ranching in the 20th century: 98 percent.

· Number of species, including ferrets, hawks, owls, mice and snakes, dependent on prairie dogs and their burrows: 170.

Predator Control to Protect Livestock

	Predators Killed by USDA Wildlife Services FY1999


	Animal
	Number

	Coyote
	85,938

	Fox
	6,182

	Bobcat
	2,435

	Badger
	601

	Black bear
	359

	Mountain lion
	347

	Total
	95,862


· Percent of cattle deaths attributed to predation (1995): 2.7 percent.
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