  

Goals and Plan


Campaign Goals

1. Public Education

Most of the American public does not realize that livestock in the arid West have caused more damage than the chainsaw and bulldozer combined. One of the educational activities of the National Public Lands Grazing Campaign is to promote and distribute Welfare Ranching: The Subsidized Destruction of the American West (in press), featuring nearly 400 pages of articles and photographs by expert authors and photographers on the subject.  
2. Enforcement and Accountability

Current federal statutes including, but not limited to, the Endangered Species Act, Clean Water Act, National Forest Management Act, and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, when properly administered, require less or even no grazing on public lands. NPLGC member organizations and others are increasing their enforcement efforts through administrative appeals, litigation and species listing efforts.

3. Legislative and/or Administrative Reform

NPLGC is advocating for legislation to allow permanent retirement of federal grazing permits voluntarily relinquished by public land grazing permittees in exchange for $175 per animal unit month. (Due to the magnitude of ongoing subsidies to federal grazing programs, the taxpayers will greatly benefit by this proposal.) NPLGC is also seeking administrative reform to allow third parties to facilitate permanent permit retirement.

How would Voluntary Permit Buyout Work?

Under NPLGC's proposal, if the holder of a grazing permit or lease chose to relinquish their entire permit or lease back to the federal government, the government would compensate the permittee for $175 per animal unit month (the amount of forage necessary to graze one cow and calf for a month). The allotment would then be permanently retired from domestic livestock grazing and the forage reallocated to native wildlife.

Most ranchers who graze federal lands pay $1.35/month for the privilege, only a fraction of which returns to the federal treasury to offset grazing subsidies totaling up to $500,000,000 annually. It would be much more cost effective for the taxpayers to buyout such permits, even at the generous price proposed, than to continue subsidizing this ecologically destructive and economically irrational activity.
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Additional groups may be represented in the future.

Campaign Staff

Andy Kerr of The Larch Company is directing the campaign. Mark Salvo, on loan from American Lands, is Legislative Council. Other staff will be hired as funds are raised.

Information, Get Involved 

Please subscribe to our listserve (we will not bombard you with electronic mail!) by sending a blank e-mail to "NPLGC-subscribe@yahoogroups.com." We will update you on the campaign and occasionally ask for your help in contacting government officials.

Donations gladly and graciously accepted.

Please visit our website at www.publiclandsranching.org (under construction).

The National Public Lands Grazing Campaign is a multi-year, multi-organization strategy to end abusive livestock grazing on the nation's public lands. The campaign has three major components: (1) public education; (2) enforcement and accountability; and (3) legislation. A steering committee representative of public lands grazing activists and organizations across the West is coordinating the NPLGC that seeks to (a) educate the American people of the ecological, economic and social harm caused by public lands livestock grazing; (b) fully enforce environmental law to end abusive livestock grazing and/or hold public grazing permittees accountable for their activity; and (c) amend federal law to allow the voluntary retirement of federal grazing permits for $175 per animal unit month. If voluntary permit buyout legislation is enacted, livestock grazing can be ended for an average of $13.45 for each acre in the program.
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