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Economic Facts of Public 

Lands Grazing 
Public lands grazers are a minority of livestock producers in the West and throughout the country…

· Number of livestock producers with federal grazing permits: 27,000.

· Percentage of livestock producers with federal grazing permits in the United States: 3%.

· Percentage of livestock producers with federal grazing permits in eleven Western states: 22%.

· Number of livestock producers without federal grazing permits: 880,000.

Subsidized by taxpayers, public lands grazers pay far less than market value for federal forage and grazing fees on comparable state and private lands… 

· Fee to graze one cow and calf for one month (AUM) on federal public lands (2001): $1.35.

· Average fee per AUM on state lands in the West (excluding Texas) (1998): $12.30.
 

· Average fee per AUM on private lands in eleven Western states (1999): $11.10.

The forage provided, and the beef produced from federal public lands is insignificant…

· Percentage of total feed for livestock in the United States supplied from federal lands: 2%.
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Percentage of American beef produced from federal rangelands: less than 3%.
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Federal grazing programs contribute very little to Western states’ economies… 

	PRIVATE 

Aggregate Federal Grazing Statistics for Eleven Western States


	Federal grazing jobs
	17,989

	Federal grazing jobs as percentage of total employment
	0.06

	Federal grazing income as percentage of total income
	0.04 

	Days of normal job growth to replace all federal grazing jobs
	11

	Days of normal income growth to replace all federal grazing jobs
	6


Alternative uses of federal public lands contribute much more income to local and regional economies than livestock grazing. In the Central Winter Ecosystem Management Area in the Kaibab Plateau, Arizona, dispersed recreation is worth $200,000 annually to the local and regional economies; fuelwood is worth $48,984; livestock grazing is worth $45,988; and deer and turkey hunting is worth $1,324,259.
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� The vast majority of “livestock producers” on public lands are beef growers.


� Grazing permits for BLM and Forest Service allotments; includes sheep growers; accounts for permittees who operate on both BLM and Forest Service allotments. USDI-BLM, USDA-Forest Service. 1995. Rangeland Reform ’94 Final Environmental Impact Statement. USDI-BLM. Washington, DC: 3; see also Rogers, P. 1999. Cash cows. San Jose Mercury News (Nov. 7, 1999): 2S (reporting 26,300 permittees on BLM and Forest Service allotments).


� USDI-BLM, USDA-Forest Service. 1995. Rangeland Reform ’94 Final Environmental Impact Statement.  USDI-BLM.  Washington, DC: 26.


� USDI-BLM, USDA-Forest Service. 1995. Rangeland Reform ’94 Final Environmental Impact Statement.  USDI-BLM.  Washington, DC: 26.


� See USDI-BLM, USDA-Forest Service. 1995. Rangeland Reform ’94 Final Environmental Impact Statement.  USDI-BLM.  Washington, DC: 26.


� BLM and Forest Service allotments.


� USDA-National Agricultural Statistics Service. 1998. Agricultural graphics—17 state grazing fees adjusted AUM. USDA-NASS. Washington, DC. Available at http://www.usda.gov/nass/aggraphics/graphics.htm.


� Rogers, P. 1999. Cash cows. San Jose Mercury News (Nov. 7, 1999): 2S.


� USDI-BLM. 1992. Grazing fee review and evaluation: update of the 1986 final report. USDI-BLM. Washington, DC: 2.


� Rogers, P. 1999. Cash cows. San Jose Mercury News (Nov. 7, 1999): 1S; Jacobs, L. 1992. The Waste of the West: Public Lands Ranching.  Lynn Jacobs, P.O. Box 5784, Tucson, AZ: 354.	


� T. Power. 1996. Lost Landscapes and Failed Economics: The Search for a Value of Place.  Island Press. Washington, DC: 184-185.


� Souder, J. 1997. How does livestock grazing fit into the larger societal uses of wildlands?, in Proc. Symp. on Environmental, Economic, and Legal Issues Related to Rangeland Water Developments. Arizona St. Univ. Tempe, AZ: 305. 
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